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What to look for in a Deanery Synod rep?
Each parish should prayerfully consider who to elect to represent 
them at Deanery level.  In order to stand for election you must be 
registered on the electoral roll of the parish and have a proposer 
and seconder, who will also need to be on the electoral roll of 
the parish.

Those are the legal requirements, but Church members may 
want to consider the following points when deciding where to 
cast their vote:

•	 Does this person have a passion and vision to see the 
wider Church engage in mission and growth?

•	 Is this person committed to working with others and 
working across boundaries - both geographical and    
non-geographical - to seek God’s will for the mission  
and ministry of the Deanery?

•	 Are they able to think and act strategically and to listen 
to others? 

•	 Will they be able to effectively represent the parish at 
Deanery level and to provide effective feedback to the 
Parochial Church Council?

•	 As electors to Diocesan and General Synod, do their 
views	broadly	reflect	those	of	your	church?
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2020 Elections
Elections of lay representatives to the Deanery Synod happen 
every three years and the next election will take place in 2020. 
These elections occur during the Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting (APCM), which every parish is required to hold no later 
than 31 May each year.  The date of your parish’s APCM will be 
notified	to	the	congregation	in	advance	of	the	meeting.	

Each person elected as Deanery Synod representative will, by 
virtue of their election, also be a member of their Parochial 
Church Council.

Transforming Presence
The Deanery Synod is a key body as we come to grips with the 
issues in Transforming Presence.

In 2011 the Diocese agreed a set of priorities for the mission and 
ministry of the Church in Essex and East London.  These priorities 
formed part of a document known as ‘Transforming Presence’.  

The four priorities set out in Transforming Presence are:

•	 Living	a	distinctive	Christian	life	in	the	world.

•	 Evangelising	effectively.

•	 Holding	ourselves	mutually	accountable	over	the	basics		
 of Christian ministry.

•	 Developing	a	new	vision	for	a	Church	serving	in	a		 	
 missionary context by reimagining ministry.

As each of these continues to develop, key questions are being 
faced at all levels within the Church. 

What is a Deanery Synod?
The Deanery Synod is a gathering of ordained and lay 
representatives from a group of parishes within a geographical 
area, known as a Deanery.  The word ‘Synod’ means ‘seeking 
the	way	 together’.	 	The	Deanery	 Synod	fits	 into	 the	 synodical	
structures of the Church of England between the PCC and the 
Diocesan Synod.  The national synodical body is the General 
Synod.

Why Deanery Synod is important?
Generally speaking the Deanery Synod provides a forum for 
mutual support for all the clergy and congregations within the 
Deanery.  It should be a place of prayer, listening and study where 
people can grow a vision and passion to see the wider Church 
flourish.

It is also an important link between the local Church and the 
Diocesan and National Church, for instance, Deanery Synods are 
sometimes asked to vote on matters affecting the wider Church.  
They can also bring matters of importance to the Diocesan Synod 
and the General Synod through motions. 

Deanery Synods remain an important body as the process of 
Reimagining Ministry continues with the ongoing formation and 
development of ‘Mission and Ministry Units’.

Finally, Deanery Synod members elect the members of the 
Diocesan and General Synod.  So whoever you choose to be 
on Deanery Synod in 2020, will elect the lay representatives of 
Chelmsford Diocese to the General Synod later that year.  They 
will also elect the Deanery representatives to the Diocesan 
Synod in 2021.   


